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Mission Statement

Events

On our journey through life, let us endeavor to
Notables
reach out to all peopleMarch
with love, respect,
DecemberDecember 2018
Smithfield & Carman Hall Rentals available. Call
encouraging words and thoughtful deeds.
office 613-475-4191 for information.
Together we gather in community:
Caring, Sharing, Supporting and Educating one
Home baked chicken meat pies. Available at
another in a worshiping family of God.

Smithfield location.

Minister
Pastor Ian F. Robb
613-439-8765
Secretary & Organist LLWL
Karen Bates
905-355-1331
Office Hours
Monday and Friday
9-12
613-475-4191
email: info@smithfieldcarman.ca

smithfieldunitedchurch@cogeco.net
website: www.smithfieldcarman.ca
Elevator available & wheelchair accessible

Service Sunday at 10 a.m.
April – Smithfield
Join us for a time of coffee and fellowship
after our services.

April Services are at Smithfield Site at 10:00 a.m.
April

7

April 14
April 19

April 21
April 28

Pastor Ian Robb
Karen Bates
CARMAN HALL: Good Friday
Pancake Breakfast 8 a.m. – 10:30
Adults $ 10, Children $5 followed
by Good Friday Service at Carman
Church at 11:00 a.m.
Easter Service with Communion
Pastor Ian
Special celebration of Smithfield
Carman Amalgamation

Come visit the Brighton Good Grief! Drop
In Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month
from 2pm to 3:30pm at 10 Alice St Unit 5 (The
Beacon). Come sit with our trained grief
volunteers over coffee and tea. No commitments
or fees. Meditation Classes - Wednesdays April 24,
May 1,8,15. Carman Church Hall 853 Carman Rd.,
Brighton $50 (SmithfieldCarman Church
members rate $25)

From the Archives
New Beginnings for churches
By Penny Bedal
On November 1, 1983 the Cobourg Presbytery of
of the United Church of Canada approved the
formation of the Smithfield Carman Pastoral
Charge. Some people might ask: “Aren’t there
already United churches in Smithfield and
Carman?” The answer is “yes” but for the past 15
years they have combined with Trinity-St
Andrew’s in Brighton to form the Brighton
Pastoral Charge. On January 1 of the new year
they will once again be a charge unto themselves,
independent of Brighton.
According to Mr. Ross Bartlett, minister of
Smithfield and Carman Churches, “It is important
to note that what has occurred is only in one
sense something new because, prior to 1956
Smithfield and Carman did form an independent
charge.” Fifteen years ago the two charges were
separate. The late 1960’s, however, was a time
when many rural churches were closed or their
congregations amalgamated with others. At that
time Cobourg Presbytery believed that, in order
to meet the needs of the community and maintain
a local church, it was best to join Smithfield and
Carman in a single pastoral charge with Trinity St. Andrew’s. To some members of the
congregations it was considered a forced
relationship and was not entirely comfortable.
There were benefits such as two ministers to
share their resources with three churches and a
drawing together of rural and urban neighbours.
But the hope and dream always remained that
some day in the future Smithfield and Carman
would once again be an independent charge.
When it came time to look for a new minister for
Smithfield and Carman a year-and-a-half ago it
was made clear that the person who filled the
position was also to facilitate conditions for
discussion and decision making regarding the
formation of an independent charge.
The process was begun in early Spring of this year.
It was important to educate people about the
responsibilities of being an independent charge
and how much work would be involved in having a
full-time minister. (Hiring Mr. Bartlett last year

was an experiment to see if the two churches
could manage the financial responsibilities they
had not had while student ministers served the
churches.) Membership and potential for growth
were important considerations since they did not
want to face extinction once they struck out on
their own. Finally people needed time to reflect
on their needs and priorities. They had to be sure
that this was the course they wanted to take.
In the fall, the congregations discussed all the
possibilities and then each individual voted on the
issues. It was decided that they wanted to be an
independent charge with an ordained minister.
From there, a committee of eight people (four
from each church) were elected to prepare and
present a position paper to Cobourg Presbytery
where final approval of the plan was given in
November.
What will the separation mean to the people in
the three churches involved? Ian Graham,
chairperson of the official board of the present
Brighton Pastoral Charge, says that “most people
are happy for Smithfield and Carman.” In an age
when so many churches are closing it is significant
that they are heading off on their own.
Mr. Graham said, though the enjoyed working
with them on the official board and that many of
Carman’s members are his neighbours, he does
not believe feeling of community that have
existed for so many years will be weakened.
“They did all the work,” he said. Referring to the
process of separation. And “we approved.” It was
done in an intelligent fashion with few hard
feelings.
Rev. Fred Edmondson, minister at Trinity St.
Andrew’s, also sees this development as a
“progressive step”. He believes that it is “sign of
growth” on all accounts and “indicates that these
congregations are feeling stronger.”
In fact, Mr. Bartlett thinks the three churches may
feel freer that ever before to interact with each
other. “in other words” he said “when your own
house is secure you feel more comfortable visiting
and helping others in their houses.”
For Smithfield and Carman, being independent
and having an ordained minister will mean that
the person can preside over the sacraments.
When student ministers served the churches, the
help of an ordained minister had to be sought for

baptisms, marriages and, communion services.
Having a minister who could devote all his or her
time to the two congregations also has benefits
that students, who were available only on weekends and during summer months could not
provide to three congregations. The financial
implications of the move are not very great. As
Rev. Edmondson said, a weakness of the threepoint charge was that their finances were never
combined which, may have prevented for
formation of strong feelings of unity and equality
between the churches. The separation, therefore
has no financial ramifications for Trinity St.
Andrew’s. Smithfield and Carman will have the
slight added expense involved in hiring a
secretary.
To mark the re-birth of the Smithfield Carman
Pastoral Charge next month there will be a special
service of celebration and worship on January 22,
at 7:30 p.m. at Smithfield United Church.
President of Bay of Quinte Conference, Marion
Brown, will be the guest speaker and everyone is
invited to join in the festivities.

Dirty Dishes
Thank God for the dirty dishes:
They have a story to tell:
And, by the stack that I have,
It seems we are living well.
While other people are starving:
I haven’t the heart to fuss,
For by this stack of evidence,
God is awfully good to us.
Author Unknown

The Eyes of our faith
By Fred Hiltz

In a number of the stories of the
Resurrection we see a pattern in which
‘the eyes of the disciples are kept from
recognizing the Risen Lord” (Luke 24:16)
In his yearning that they may know he is
risen, he speaks a word or does some deed
that enables them to recognize him.
Mary Magdalene mistakes him for the
gardener. Through a veil of tears, born of
grief over his death, she does not
recognize him. He speaks her name and
they are reunited in joy.
Thomas cannot believe the testimony of
the disciples that the Lord has appeared to
them. A week later, Jesus invites Thomas
to touch his wounds and they are reunited
in peace.

The two disciples walking to Emmaus find
themselves accompanied by another traveler.
Drawn into their conversation, he invites them to
continue talking about the things that had
happened in Jerusalem in recent days. As they
continue walking he helps them understand those
things from the perspective of the
Scriptures. As evening approaches, they ask if he
will stay with them. When he breaks bread with
them, they are reunited in a communion that
makes their hearts burn within them.

are overwhelmed with a longing for what is no
more, and with uncertainty over what will be.
The gospel of the Risen Lord invites us to hear his
voice afresh, be it in some garden, or some upper
room, from across a table or some distant
shoreline, along some road or path less travelled.
In these weeks of Easter let us take heart in
knowing that he is going ahead of us (Matthew
28:8) ; that he will be with us always, to the end of
the age (Matthew 28:20) Alleluia!
Archbishop Fred Hiltz is primate of the Anglican
Church of Canada
(taken from The Anglican Journal April 2019)

Peter and a few other disciples go fishing, but they
catch nothing. From the shoreline comes a voice
directing them to cast the net to the right side of
the boat. The haul is enormous. Most of them do
not recognize that it is Jesus – only the beloved
disciple. He knows that voice even through the
morning fog. When they all
get to shore, they see that
he has prepared breakfast
for them. “none of them
dared to ask him, “Who are
you?” because now they all
knew it was the Lord” (John
21:12)
Saul of Tarsus does not recognize who is speaking
to him on the road to Damascus. He asks “Who
are you, Lord?” and the Lord tells him of his plan
for Saul’s ministry as apostle to the Gentiles.
Scales fall from his eyes and he lives to see the
Risen Lord.
As I recall these stories through Easter, I find
myself thinking about our
own eyes, and how they are
sometimes kept from
recognizing the Risen Lord
in our midst. We seem at
times to be so preoccupied
with worry about the
church and its future; with anxiety about decline
in membership, attendance at worship, and
revenues to support our ministries. At times we

ELEPHANT STEW
1 elephant
pepper
Brown gravy
1 rabbit (optional)
Salt
Cut elephant into bite-size pieces. This should
take about 2 months. Cover with brown
gravy. Cook over kerosene for about 4 weeks at
465°F. This will serve 3,800 people. If more are
expected, 2 rabbits may be added. But do this
only if necessary, as most people do not like
"hare" in their stew.

Scandal at the National Amateur
Handbell Choir
Tournament.
Looks like the
winning team
hired a couple
of ringers
Here’s a puzzle to test
your ability to find a pattern and test it against
more data.
In this table, each row across follows the same pattern of numbers. See if you can discern the pattern
and fill in the missing number in the bottom row.
For added challenge (or competition), time how
long it takes you to complete the puzzle. Then,
pass it along to someone else and see if they can
solve it faster. The slower one has to cook dinner!
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Have you solved it yet? If not, here’s a hint:
If you read your figures like words in the West,
then multiply your efforts and subtract the rest.
Keep reading for the answer and solution.
(7x4)-8 = 20
(3x9)-7 = 20
(3x8)-4 = 20
(The answer is 3)

A Word (or two) from
Pastor Ian…
In the Order of
Service for April 7th. Otherwise
known as the 5th. Sunday in Lent
2019 I inserted an article which I
called: “Why we need Lent each
year of our lives.”
Why indeed? As we found out today at our Lenten
Study for Spiritual Growth called “Everyday
Skeptics,” edited by Alydia Smith, there is much
within each one of us that never sees the light of
day by others…. That is unless triggered by a
statement or question or reflection on scripture
and how it may affect our lives and our attitude
towards it. Surely this is the answer to the
question I posed…..Why we NEED Lent each year
of our lives. It creates conversation at a deeper
and more personal level in a safe church
environment. The article continued with these
words:
‘We journey together seeking to grow together in
Mind, Body and Spirit. As we do so, speak to your
Ministry Team with your ideas and how we can
make our offering to you even more attractive.
Please tell us your thoughts and comments. Buy
into what we are attempting to do by spending
one or two hours a week with us, invite a friend
and encourage our efforts with your presence at
one or two of the church programs developed
especially for YOU!
We are a family, a Christian family, and for that
reason alone we care for each other … our
successes and our trials and everything in
between.
Our mission statement may ring of past ideas and
to-do’s but I believe it still is as good today as it
was when written. These words Caring, Sharing,
Supporting and Educating really mean what they
say and are our watchwords for this year and
beyond.
Mission Statement of this Church Community
On Our journey through life, let us endeavor to
reach out to everyone with love, respect and
encouraging words and thoughtful deeds.
Together we all gather in community; Caring,

Sharing, Supporting and Educating one another in
a worshipping family of God.
The washing of Jesus feet is a prime example of
one, Mary who was devoted
to the other (Jesus) to
give unconditionally and
extravagantly as if no
one was aware of
her actions.
I encourage you to think
about Mary’s actions which could be our actions
2000 years later as we commit to reach out
unconditionally to those in this community and
beyond who have greater needs than ours. We
may be small but we can be mighty in our work as
a Christian group…… we just need to be gently
reminded of that once in a while.
On another note, I was part of a delegation on
Thursday this week who visited the Trenton
Mosque to offer condolences from our United
Churches for the brutal attack some weeks ago in
New Zealand causing over forty deaths. I will
speak on that visit on Sunday.
On a final note, spring is trying its best to appear
and March has come in like a Lion and gone out
like a Lioness! Finally it seems we are receiving
some warmer weather this weekend, and that is
to be celebrated. Please take the time to spend
that hour in SmithfieldCarman on Sunday (10.00
a.m.) and enjoy the service before going home to
do gardening or tidy up after what has been a
more severe winter that usual.
Blessings,
Your ministry Team.

Blame it on the moon!
Since time began, people
have been curious about
the moon. Calendars
were designed around
them, holidays and
observances set according
to them. Easter is a good example of that!
Easter is always the first Sunday following the first
full moon after the spring equinox. Always is.

According to the Bible, Jesus Christ’s death and
resurrection occurred around the time of the
Jewish Passover. which was celebrated on the first
full moon following the vernal equinox.
This year, the equinox is on March 20, which is
also the date of the full moon, but that moon does
not count. The first full moon after the equinox is
Friday April 19, therefore Easter is the following
Sunday – April 21. The latest possible date for
Easter is April 25.
I did my best to find truth in this old proverb but,
while there was lots of anecdotal evidence, I came
across a few hard facts. Grandma believed it to be
so; that’s good enough for me!

